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Importance and Heritage Value
Theimportance of theRing Housegoesfar beyond
the Universitycampusto the makingof modern
Edmonton and AlbertaBuilt between 1911 and 1914
inspired by the ideas of th€ity Beautifumovement
in urban planning and a practical need for faculty
housing the originalten houseswere home to
professorsvho were newcomerfrom far and wide they created a significantnew academicommunityand
varsity neighbourhoodUniversity Architect Cecil Scott Burgess designed Ring Houses @iach)
unfortunately,were demolishedn 1970. Of the remaining houses
1 Ring House C a n a dldest surviving residence of a university presidamiiwashome tothe
University unding PresidentHenry Marshall Tory
1 Ring House 2 was honmethe first Professor of Engineerimduir Edwardsson of Henrietta Muir
Edwardspne of the ‘Famous Fivevho foughtto havewomendeclaredpersons and laterto national
leaderMaury Van Vlietwho led the School of Physical Educatfiemm 1945andwasthe first Dean of
Physical Education and Recreatfoom 196475;
1 Ring House 3 was home Roofessor ofChemistryAdolph Lehmannwho collaboratedwith Karl Clarko
develop the first successful process for separating oil from sandrthern Alberta and
1 Ring House 4 was homettee first Professor of Modern Languag#gilliam Kerr, who becamfirst Dean
of ArtsandwasPresidentfrom 193641 andlater H.G. Glyde, who taugltommunity art classes in the
Department of Extension from 1937 and established the Division of Fine Art where he taught from 1946
to 1966

Ring House 4. Courtesy: Marlena Wyman

PresidentTory s | e g a c¢hg AlbertadReseatich Gountiie National Research Coundhie Faculty of
Medicine andUniversity Hospitalln 1949, Tory was designated a National Historic Person througlhHiktoric
Sites and Monuments AdRing House$ to 4 were designed by Gordaftilson and David Easton Herrald, who
had a joint practicendwere thearchitecs of landmark public buildingi® Strathconaincluding Rutherford
House Strong cases can be made for the designation of all four remaining Crafgiamomes as Provincial
Historic Resourceasnd for Ring House 1 to be designated as a National Historic Site

University of Alberta Ring House&Soalition

A communitydriven coalition omprised ofcommunity members, professarstudents alumnj heritage
architects, consultants, and activistgmed a volunteeiCoalitionin February 20211t has met weeklyor the
past four monthgo discuss the Ring Houses, their value to the Universityobamaldercommunity, andtheir
future. In addition to writing tathe Chancellor and Presidetat request a moratorium ottheir demolition, and
meeting with the Chancellarthe Coalition poste@ publicpetition whichnow hasmore than2,500signatures
established the Facebook page Friends of the# Al Ring Housesyeated aFact Sheet to support the petition



and designation initiativeplaced the Ring Houses on tNational Trust o r  C d.istafd&Eadangered Places
createdvideos to raise public awarenedsring the annuall a n e ' with Bvarl1400views so &r; and
conducted original researabn the architects past resident&nd occupant®f these historic siteas well as
heritage policy concern&ken Chapman filed a FOIP requastollaboration with the Edmonton Heritage
Councilfort he Uni v er gdocumentssrelaped ta thdingiHgusesand Achitect Darrel Babuk
organized avirtual symposiunfeaturingkeyarchitects who have presegd historic structures on university
campusesn many Nrth Americacities

Benefits to the Uhiversity of Preserving the Ring Houses

1 Mission: Preservation of the Ring Houses supgérth e Uni ver si ty’s mission to ¢
apply “new knowledge for the benefit of society ¢t
activity, community i nTheUniveesityedsmdmmitte todalupsatradithy ad s hi p s .
community relationships for the public good.

1 Environmental Leadership and Sustainabilifhe University can demonstrate environmental leadership by
restoring the Ring Houses. It is better to reuse an existing building than to tear it down and build new. Carl
El efante, former president of t he dheerestbuidtdnqisthenst i t
one that already exists.” Demolition and construct
waste.According to the National Trust for Candups://nationaltrustcanada.ca/whaive-
offer/regenerationworks an e wr € egn’ b ui Ita80 yegrs, tlepekding onitLdsize, to overcome the
carbon impacts of constructioifhe awarding of the 2021 Pritzker Architecture prize to the French architects
Lacaton and Vassal, whose central concept is to never demolishidatine of this visionary trend. The Ring
Houses are made with local red brick and-gtdwth timber; reuse is the sustainable option for these historic
buildings according to best practices.

9 Demonstration Projecs with University-CommunityPartnerships:The Ring Housesanbecome
demanstration projecs for teaching, research, and community servi€bere are many possibilities that
could be explored with further community consultatiofo name just a few:

0 The Faculty of Astcould cdlaborate withArts Habitat Edmonton if the spaces were to be used by artists
whether for residencies, exhibitionsr performances

o0 TheUniversiy Club the Faculty of Agricultural, Life and Environmental Sciences (ALESlitieay Arts
Program at NAlTand otherscould collaborateon the development of a boutique hotel and microbrewery
integrated with academic programs as a living lab and generating revenues.

0 TheFaculty of Engineering, ALES, andSkbool of Urban and Regional Planning could collaborate with
the Edmonton Heritage Council and others to devdlogCouncifundedprojectsfocused on
sustainability(e.g., energy retrofit and environmental leadership, economigact) using ths
redevebpment as divinglab.

9 Historic Designations anBundingOpportunities Funding is available f@maltscaleheritageprojects as
well as for restoration and maintenand@rganizations likéhe Edmonton Community Foundatigtine
Edmonton Heritage Coungcilndthe Government of Alberta funderitageprojects.



0 The Ring Houses can be designated municipally, provincially, and/or natamélithe buildings were
designatedspecificmodestfunding sources becomaptions
A Municipallydesignatedouildingsare eligible forup to 50% of restoration costs for rehabilitation
andone third of restoration costs to a maximum of $50,000 for maintenance every three;years
A Provincialy designated buildings are eligidftar up to $100,000 for a study tutline their
conservatiorncosts
o While the federal government does not generally provide fundinijational Historic Siteslesignation
can enhance fungisingfrom other sourcesthe federal government provides funding for restoration
costs depending upohow the project aligns with federal funding priorities (egggnificant funding is
available forgreen buildingsnd cultural spaces
o Public benefits also ensue as historic designations mark community assets as a legacy for present and
future use The National Trust for Canada maintains a database of funding sources for heritage
regeneration projed. See below for more information on funding.

9 Sense of Placdn herrenownedbook The Death and Life of Great American C{tl€61), Jane Jacobs
wrote, "Old ideas can sometimes use new buildings. New ideas must use old buildings." The University, as a
place germinating new ideas, must use old buildidgsobs also argued about the value of maintaining
older, small buildings among medium and large bugdinThe University is a city within a city, and th& N
guadrant is currently underutilized and could be renewed by this sscale development. Zita Cobb, a
visionary businesswoman who saved the dying outport of Fogo Island, Newfoundland through community,
heritage, art, and aachommcdiutrye &m@ad dshd Pll adrc’et i Be nic
selves crave a relationship with time. Architectur
The power of memory, community, and architecture create relevance for us today. It isthataye
connect and remain connected into the fututeis critical that the Ring Houses remain in situ and not be
moved.Moving aheritageresource destroys the relationship with its surroundings and the loss of historic
features such as landscaping oufdations.Relocation is not preservation.

A LegacyThe Ring Houses provide a tangible link to the rich history and importance of the Unigérsity
Alberta Learning and research as well as community relationships are achieved by means of heritage
conservationAny redevelopmentof the Ring Houseshouldincorporate exhibitionge.g, archival
photographs, artifactsartwork) to promote greater understandingfdhe role and benefit of théniversity in
the largercommunityand its storiesinclusive of Indigenous perspectives and land relatiblesitage
architectureand the land are tangible connection across generatidoonveya pluralisticsense of vales,
stories, andegages at the Universitpf Alberta

A Adaptive ReuseThe Coalition organized two virtual design workshops to exmlaative possibilities of
how the houses might be reconceived for fututigerseuses,and how this development might be governed
and funded. Participants in eadfithe workshogs heldincluded architects, artists, designers, developers,
entrepreneursacademicsWindsor Parkesidents and Coalition membersacilitated byarchitect Shafraz
Kabaof Ask* for a Better Worlénd an expert in Integrated Project Delivefe firstworkshopfocused on
the adaptive reuse of Ring Houses themselves with a focus on sustainability, whereas the second explored
possibilities for the entire area from th&indsorCarParkto the Ring Houses arile University Club. The
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workshops concluded that the Ring Housesldde valuable amenities to amgdevelopment planned for
the NW quadrant of campus, enliven what is currently an uadiized space, and provide a friendly
connection to the Windsor Park community aBdmonton Rrer Valley. These ideas are presentedsas
starting point for discussion, not as the final wptd open potential for a oncn-a-generation shifisuited to
the University of Alberta for Tomorrow vision

GovernancéOperational Options for theRing Houses

Governancé Advantages Disadvantages

Operationsimplications

Option |

University of Alberta 9 Current situation 1 The University has

owned and operated | { University has full authority determined that it
i Students, faculty, and staff can access spaces does not wanto

continue with the
status quoand seeks
new solutions

Option I

University-owned, 1 TheUniversity maintains ownership and stewardsl 1 Would need to

SailofA&K HY The ‘Friends’ coudnpolicgad| establish

University of Alberta related to other heritage buildings on campasd and registeras a

| SN&R 0 re®@«Bnd]  access additional funding sources charity

operate on behalf of { In addition to restoration funding h e ' Fr i |1 Would take some

the University could apply for funding for research, exhibitipasd | time to put in place
publications for example, from: M1 f not a !
0 Edmonton Community Fouation: $50,000 University could apply

$80,00Q depending on whether the applicant (§ in collaboration with
registered charity) has a previous relationship another charitable
with the Foundation partner
https://www.ecfoundation.org/grants/communit
y-grants/

0 Alberta Culture's Heritag@reservation
Partnership Progran$10,000$25,000
https://www.alberta.ca/heritageawareness
grants.aspx

o Edmonton Heritage Councilp to $25,000
https://edmontonheritage.ca/

o0 Depending on the future @sof the houses could
generate revenue from government grants,
foundations corporate sponsorship, donations,
social enterprise, sales, facility rentigases,
programming, and admissions

1 Members of theCoalition might be askel to serve
on the foundingboard engage alumni and
community members

i Students, faculty, and staff might access spaces
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Option Il

University-owned,
restored and operated
by one or more notfor-
profit/registered
charitieson a longterm
lease (99 yeas,
$l/year)

E R

= =

1 Strong universitytommunity collaboration

As above

University maintainewnership and staff and
studentswould maintain access undére agreed
upon conditions

Revenue neutral

Funding available depends bow the houses are
restored andheir future; for examplejf they are to
be Green and Inclusive buildingeey would be
eligible forfederal funding ofunder $3million
https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/gickcvi/index
eng.htmt if the future use is considered cultural,
could apply to the Canada Cultural Spaces Fund
a large granhttps://www.canada.ca/en/canadian
heritage/services/funding/culturaspaces
fund.html

Sources in the National Trust database could be
accessed for other uses, e.g., environmental,
international development, stastip, economic
regeneration,
https://regenerationworks.ca/resources/find
funding/

The following are examples of podsiluses-and
more can beexplored:

1 Could collaborate withrmorganization such as
ArtsHalitat Edmonton with a mandate to
develop spacef artists to live, produce and
presentto undertake the renovatiomndassume
responsibility for restoration and operations
https://www.artshab.com/

9 Couldcollaborat with DOC Alberta to develop &
documentary film centre oéxcellence
https://www.docorg.ca/doc_alberta

1 Couldcollaborat with an organization like
Passive House Alberthat is committed to
energy efficient housing
https://www.passivehousealberta.com/

1 Could develo@n incubator for small
internationaldevelopmentorganizations and
studenttraining opportunities

1 Aprofessional association with links to the
universitymight undertale the renovation as
offices for example APEGA

1 Would need to
identify partner(s)
through consultation
or possibly an RFP
process
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Option IV

University-owned,
could berestored by
the University and/or
for-profit corporation
or social enterprise
operatedon a long
term lease(99 years, X
amount/year)

= —a =

1 Alumni could benefit with more access than
currently available.

University maintains ownership
Revenue generator

Could consider the entire area, from the Universit
Club to theWindsor Car Parlas one project, with

new constructioraround the Car Parknd

restoration of the Ring Houses as amites for the

new development and the University Club
Possibilitief acommercial venture such as a
boutique hotel

o The University Clubouldbe asked t@assune

the managerial role for the hotel, aruk the
hotel lobby,with guests given access to the cl
formealsas wel | as tfiinessh
and recreatiorfacilities

University couldestablish special rates for
visiting speakersscholars andartistsin-
residencealumni, Varsity teams/fansand
Homecoming Weekend guestdc. (see The
SwanHotel and Brewery owned by the
University of Victorimsone example
www.SwansHotel.conthe Hotel Alma at
University of Calgary
https://www.ucalgaryca/ancillary/accommoda
tions-and-events andOlds College Brewery
https://www.oldscollege.ca/shopoc/brewery/in
dex.html) ;

Possible interface withlAlberta North and
academic programs (e,ALES- brewing;
School of Businesshotel operations and
marketing;Arts —music,visualartists, writers;
Education and KSRearly childhood daycare,
playprograms sport camps)

Students, faculty, and staff access would be
reoriented toward commercial function and
possibly teaching/resaah

9 Could be a social
enterprise for the
University OR

9 Couldidentify for-
profit partner(s),
possibly through an
RFP process

1 More grants/
donations would be
possible if the
Universityand/or a
social enterprise or
not-for-profit
organization
renovatedthe
houses rather than a
commerciaffor-profit
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