
October 21, 2021 

President Bill Flanagan 

University of Alberta 

Edmonton, Alberta 

Dear President Flanagan: 

Re: Announcement on removal of historic University of Alberta Ring Houses 

Thank you for your email of October 1, 2021. On behalf of the larger community represented by the 

volunteer-driven Ring House Coalition, we have responded with a public statement that indicates our 

disappointment with the University of Alberta's decision to sell and remove the Ring Houses from 

the historic campus environment where they were architected and built more than a century ago. This 

decision fails to preserve a unique and invaluable historic place within its original cultural landscape 

that is significant part of the public legacy of Alberta’s first public university.  

All four Ring Houses merit conservation as listed on the City of Edmonton Inventory of Historic 

Resources. Further the National Trust of Canada placed them on its Endangered Places list. 
Significant to Canadian heritage, Ring House 1 was the home of Dr. Henry Marshall Tory who is a 

Historic Person formally designated by the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada and 

whose former home in situ is unique and valuable. Despite strong community and public support 

demonstrated since February 2021, the University of Alberta’s failure to recognize and retain a 

public heritage legacy does not meet a basic standard in stewardship for the public interest. 

Our request for a moratorium on demolition based on the importance of retaining these heritage 

structures in situ received no reply. Our repeated requests to raise the University's practices to the 

minimum level of standard historic resource impact assessment received no reply. The buildings 

have still not been documented through a valid Historic Resource Impact Assessment (HRIA), which 

is most concerning given these assets are slated to be dismantled soon.  

We urge the University and new owner Primavera to ensure a HRIA is completed before the 

buildings are cleared from the original site. We have repeatedly drawn attention to the need for the 

University to recognize the historic value of the Ring Houses and to review its own heritage policy 

that highlights the importance of “endeavours to safeguard, maintain, and integrate” elements of 

architectural and intrinsic value.  We asked for a University of Alberta Senate task force to review 

this heritage policy, a request which has been turned down by Senate Executive and, as we 

understand from Chancellor Garritty, will be redirected to your administration. Finally, our request 

that you and the Chancellor consider the renewal proposal “Reimagine” provided by expert 

community members has received no formal reply after our meeting with you and your colleagues on 

July 14. 

The University’s process and the decision announced on October 1, 2021, indicate that the 

community call for a moratorium and standard historic resource impact assessment was in no way 

heeded. Given this, a significant gap exists with respect to applying heritage protection of university 

and college buildings in Alberta under the Post-Secondary Learning Act and the Heritage Resources 

Act.  This gap needs to be addressed as soon as possible and we will bring this matter to the attention 

of the provincial Ministers responsible.  

https://edmontonheritage.ca/wp-content/uploads/MEDIA-RELEASE-Volunteer-Coalition-Responds-to-Ring-House-Removal_01oct.pdf
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/edmonton_archives/historic-resources-inventory-register
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/edmonton_archives/historic-resources-inventory-register
https://nationaltrustcanada.ca/what-we-offer/endangered-places
https://policiesonline.ualberta.ca/PoliciesProcedures/Policies/Preservation-of-University-Facilities-and-Grounds-Policy.pdf
https://policiesonline.ualberta.ca/PoliciesProcedures/Policies/Preservation-of-University-Facilities-and-Grounds-Policy.pdf
https://policiesonline.ualberta.ca/PoliciesProcedures/Policies/Preservation-of-University-Facilities-and-Grounds-Policy.pdf


Additionally, we draw it to the attention of the City of Edmonton specifically about protection of 

historic resources within this municipality, and to the attention of the federal Department of Canadian 

Heritage and the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada as an opportunity arising with 

respect to improvement of heritage site protection and preservation. We are further highly concerned 
that the loss of the Ring Houses as a historic cultural landscape, built in 1911-1914, presages more 

losses to come as the University fails to meet the basic standards of heritage protection and 

preservation for its architectural heritage. 

As indicated in our conversation with Vice-President Elan Macdonald before your announcement, we 

will continue to press the University through community and governmental channels to raise its 

standards and practices of heritage conservation in keeping with municipal, provincial, and national 

professional standards. Based on media reports, the sale agreement does not seem to include any 

obligation for reconstruction of the houses within the City of Edmonton proper or as part of a 

proposed arts and culture hub. This is a concern for heritage conservation and the cultural sector in 

our city as well as the broader University community and alumni. 

The decision of the University of Alberta to sell and remove the Ring Houses from its historic 

campus does not "save" them. We again emphasize that this endangered place must, and may yet be, 

conserved on its existing site at the University of Alberta. We call on you as President of the 

University of Alberta, in a spirit of cooperation, to act urgently in the interests of a timely 

intervention and collaboration working with the Province, the City, and the Federal governments, and 

the new owner Primavera, in efforts and partnerships to preserve the Ring Houses where they stand 

today. 

Sincerely, 

David Ridley 
Executive Director 

Edmonton Heritage Council 

dridley@edmontonheritage.ca 

 

Sarah Carter, PhD 

Professor and Henry Marshall Tory Chair, Department of History and Classics and Faculty of Native 

Studies, University of Alberta 

scarter@ualberta.ca 

 

Talia Dixon 
Vice President, Student Life, University of Alberta Student Union 

talia.dixon@su.ualberta.ca 

 

Marianne Fedori 

Historian, Past President Historical Society of Alberta, Past Chair Edmonton Historical Board 

National Trust for Canada Lieutenant Governor's Award  

mariannefedori@telus.net 

 

Adriana A. Davies, CM, Cav. d’Italia, PhD  

Past Executive Director, Museums Alberta  
Past Executive Director, Heritage Community Foundation 

mailto:dridley@edmontonheritage.ca
mailto:scarter@ualberta.ca
mailto:talia.dixon@su.ualberta.ca
mailto:mariannefedori@telus.net


 

David Murray 

Architect AAA, Life Member, FRAIC, Edmonton  

dmurray@davidmurrayarchitect.ca 
 

PearlAnn Reichwein, PhD 

Professor and Historian, Faculty of Kinesiology, Sport, and Recreation, University of Alberta 

pearlann.reichwein@ualberta.ca 

 

Catherine C. Cole, MA (University of Alberta)  

Heritage Consultant, Past Alberta Governor and Chair, National Trust of Canada 

 

Michael Phair 

Former Chair, Board of Governors, University of Alberta 
 

Ellen Schoeck  

University of Alberta Alumna  

Writer, Researcher, Consultant 

 

Elaine Solez 

Windsor Park Community League 

esolez@hotmail.com 

 
Marlena Wyman 

Past Edmonton Historian Laureate  

info@marlenawyman.com 

 

Cc:  

Hon. Demetrios Nicolaides, Minister of Advanced Education 

Hon. Ron Orr, Minister of Culture and Status of Women 

Rachel Notley, MLA, Edmonton-Strathcona 

Amarjeet Sohi, Mayor Elect, Edmonton 

Michael Janz, Councillor Elect, Ward Papastew, Edmonton 
Hon. Jonathan Wilkinson, Minister of Environment & Climate Change 

Hon. Stephen Guilbault, Minister of Canadian Heritage 

Heather McPherson, MP, Edmonton Strathcona  

Dr. Joe Anderson, Alberta Member, Historic Sites & Monuments Board of Canada 
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