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EDMONTON HERITAGE COUNCIL

Edmonton Heritage Council is a non-profit society and charitable organization working to made Edmonton’s 
story, its history and heritage, a valued and indispensable part of life for all Edmontonians.

The Mission of the Edmonton Heritage Council is to support the work of individuals and organizations that:

•	 research, preserve, protect and present Edmonton’s unique heritage
•	 promote an understanding of how this distinct place and community came to be
•	 engage with the past in planning for the future.

The Mandate of the Edmonton Heritage Council is to:

•	 provide a forum for analyzing, discussing and sharing heritage issues in Edmonton
•	 advocate for a vibrant heritage community and heritage programs that benefit all Edmontonians
•	 unify Edmonton’s heritage community and give it a voice
•	 promote the awareness and development of effective, informed and recognized heritage principles and 

practices.

2012 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
(Elected and continuing term June 2012)

EXECUTIVE
Crystal Willie - Chair, Terry O’Riordan - Vice Chair, Lorraine Mychajlunow - Secretary, Satya Das - Treasurer, 
Virginia Stephen - Past Chair

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Elaine Berglund, Juliette Champage, Lan Chan-Marples, Eric Gormley, Beverly Lemire, Tim Marriott, Kate McIver, 
Ken Munro, Jane Ross, Ron Ulrich, Pauline Urquhart

CITY OF EDMONTON REPRESENTATIVES
Rob Smyth, Robert Geldart, Kathryn Ivany

Home of the Edmonton Heritage Council
Prince of Wales Armouries Heritage Centre
Est. 1915
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CRYSTAL WILLIEMESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

People have always come to this bend on a river: to 
trade, to prosper, to worship, to grow.

Edmonton’s heritage has been rich and vibrant for 
as long as people have been coming here. Over the 
years, many in this city have tried to define what makes 
this so. Those who know Edmonton well know there is 
something special about its riverbanks, its culture, its 
people and the path we are forging together for our 
future. At their heart, those things that make us special 
- our identity, our story, our vision - is our Heritage. This 
hasn’t always been well understood, but it has always 
been there, and it has always been important.

All over the world, cities are waking up to the idea 
that a vibrant heritage scene adds a dimension to their 
community and their economy that has value beyond 
what the usual measures are able to quantify. Edmonton, 
gladly, is beginning to understand this and is investing 
in our character in a way that gives hope to those in 
the sector who have known for years that Edmonton’s 
story is worth nurturing and celebrating. The Edmonton 
Heritage Council is at the centre of this awakening.

Looking back on the Edmonton Heritage Council’s path 
over the last year, one can scarcely believe how far 
we have come in such a short period. It has been an 
exciting time as our young organization has continued 
to lay the foundations for important work ahead. This 
Annual Report delineates many of those achievements. 
What is even more impressive than the number of 
activities you will read about in these pages, however, 
is what they represent in terms of the EHC positioning 
itself to lead and grow.

This year, EHC has crafted a strategic direction through 
an initiative led by the Board’s Strategic Planning 
Committee; completed critical research mapping the 
values of Edmontonians as they relate to heritage and 
cultural identity; secured $275,000 in funding from the 
City of Edmonton to launch a Heritage Investment Grants 

Program to support community groups in undertaking 
heritage projects; and, secured $250,000 to develop 
a strategy for Edmonton’s museum community and to 
take the next step toward creating a city museum. And 
that’s just some of the new stuff.

Countless community partners and members have 
contributed to ongoing programs including Edmonton 
Maps Heritage, Living Local, Percolate, the Historian 
Laureate Program and Herzog on Heritage. EHC has 
supported groups in our community like the Catholic 
Women’s League (celebrating their centenary, the 
Edmonton chapter was the first in Canada,), the Afrikan 
History Library Project (Nile Valley Foundation) and 
projects connected to Edmonton’s Chinatown centennial 
(Chinese Benevolent Association) supplementing each 
organization’s capacity to achieve its goals. 

New staff has been added to the EHC team, and 
volunteers on the Board and the EHC’s many committees 
are working hard. Our management and governance 
foundations are being laid: new strategies have been 
created, policy and administrative structures have been 
developed, and ways to engage our membership and 
stakeholders are emerging.

The leadership at every level of this organization is 
something we can be proud of. Executive Director 
David Ridley and the EHC staff have creatively and 
competently managed the organization’s resources 
and relationships. The Board of Directors is ever willing 
to engage to grow in its governing and leadership 
capacity, having the challenging conversations that 
need to be had but always respecting the collective 
wisdom of the dedicated individuals that sit at our table. 
The City of Edmonton administration is generous and 
professional in its support.  It has truly been a pleasure 
to work, puzzle, and laugh with each you as I have 
served as Chair this past year. I sincerely thank you for 
your engagement, encouragement and energy.

And yes, surely there is still plenty of work to be done. 
Too often in our history, heritage buildings and issues 
have fallen below profits or expediency in priority as 
our city grows and changes. Dedicated individuals 
and organizations do good work raising awareness 
and taking up the fight when our heritage assets come 
under threat. The EHC supports its partners in this 
arena and collaborates to educate the community and 
stakeholders on the value of heritage.

An important challenge in the years to come, however, 
is to begin rewriting the script for these conversations. 
EHC is uniquely positioned to bring together the depth 
of experience that is present in the heritage sector with 
other stakeholders in neighbourhoods, government and 
business. We know heritage is a living concept, that 
change is part of our story, and that staying relevant 
amid the wonderful diversity of our population means 
redefining preservation in years to come. When at its 
best, an active and engaged heritage sector fosters the 

conversations about authenticity, caring, and character 
that underwrite a stable community and economy. We 
are imminently facing a series of decisions as a city that 
will determine the future of the Rossdale site in the core 
of our river valley. 

Rest assured that we are at the table, helping to lead a 
conversation, and action, toward a more confident and 
lively and attractive city. By valuing and activating our 
heritage and our history, we are telling the world how 
seriously we take our future.

Thank you for your contributions and support of the 
Edmonton Heritage Council. It is exciting to think of 
what we can accomplish together in the years to come.

Sincerely,

Crystal Willie
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

The Edmonton Heritage Council is here to work with 
heritage organizations and all Edmontonians in making 
our heritage and history indispensable to those who 
are here, to those who have just arrived and those 
unconvinced about the importance of the story of this 
place.  

In the past year, we set ourselves to it in these ways:  

EDMONTON MUSEUMS STRATEGY
In our third full year of operations, EHC continued to 
implement heritage recommendations from The Art of 
Living, Edmonton’s cultural plan.   Key among these 
was development of the Edmonton Museums Strategy.  
The Edmonton Museums Strategy has two aspects

•	 Creating a viable and achievable plan to establish 
a museum about Edmonton

•	 Establish an Edmonton network to develop working 
relationships among Edmonton’s existing museums 
(and potentially other heritage organizations) to 
strengthen their current work and collaboration.

The Museum Strategies Steering Committee was struck 
and guided this work in consultation with museum and 
heritage organizations as well as the larger community 
through an online survey.  The resulting two reports, 
presented to Edmonton City Council in November 
2012, were cornerstones for continuing this work in 
2013. 

EDMONTON HERITAGE VALUES SURVEY
The results of this random survey showed how 
Edmontonians relate to the city through its history and 
heritage and is an instructive study in how we go about 
developing initiatives.  The results showed Edmontonians 
are interested in and involved in heritage but also that 
we are much less attached to the Edmonton community 
compared to the Alberta provincial average.  

We believe (of course!) that the city’s heritage and 
history can be the connector so Edmonton can truly 
blossom as a city and help people develop a deeper 
sense of belonging and commitment to the region.  The 
complete results of this survey can be found on EHC’s 
website.

HERITAGE COMMUNITY INVESTMENT GRANT 
PROGRAM
Another key recommendation in The Art of Living was 
the establishment of a grants program for Edmonton’s 
museums.  Through further consultation and discussion, 
a grant program proposal was presented to Edmonton 
City Council that included operating support for 
museums, archives and historical societies. Project 
support for these organizations and other Edmonton not 
for profit organizations who might wish to contribute to 
the preservation and presentation of Edmonton’s story 
was also part of the proposal.  

The proposal was provisionally supported and with 
additional detail presented to City Council in early 
2013, the program is launched, with $150,000 marked 
for operations funding for heritage organizations and 
$125,000 for heritage projects that preserve and 
present aspects of Edmonton’s heritage and history. 

LIVING LOCAL ARTS & HERITAGE IN THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD
In partnership with the Edmonton Arts Council and 
the Edmonton Federation of Community Leagues, 
EHC administers the Living Local Arts & Heritage 
Neighbourhood grants project.  The program, 
launched in 2011, brings historians and artists 
together to document and creatively tell the story of 
their neighbourhoods and above all, connect residents 
to this story.  

In 2012, the five initial projects were completed. The 
Alberta Avenue area project The Ave We Had received 
a Governor General’s History Awards Honourable 
Mention.  Four new projects were funded in the past 
year.

EDMONTON MAPS HERITAGE 
(maps.edmontonheritage.ca)
Although not officially launched, we continued to add 
new content to the site, including entries on Edmonton’s 

“lost” heritage and Edmonton’s modernist buildings 
as presented in the exhibit and EHC website, Capital 
Modern: Edmonton Architecture and Urban Design 
1940 - 1969.  

In 2012, we laid the groundwork for a mobile version 
of this website and to add maps showing the cityscape 
from the perspective of different cultural communities.  
Although this project has had a long arc of development, 
we are excited about soon to arrive content and 
technical developments.  The tagline for EMH is “put 
yourself on the map” and the interactive paths for this 
are being created.

PERCOLATE 
(percolateyeg.tumblr.com)
EHC continued its partnership with MacEwan 
University, Alberta Museums Association and Edmonton 
Arts Council to bring engaging speakers exploring 
arts, heritage and cultural developments relevant to 
the Edmonton scene.  The 2012 series included a 
presentation by scholar Lois Silverman on the social 
work of museums, along with presentations by Kelly 
Hill of Hill Strategies Research and ArtsJournal founder 
Douglas McLennan. 

HERITAGE COMMUNITY EVENTS & PROJECTS
We were pleased to help plan and support cultural 
heritage events with a number of community partners. 
EHC provided this support to initiatives such as:

•	 Salon Africa & the African Diaspora History & 
Library Project (February)

•	 Dialogue of Drum and Dance, with The Africa 
Centre, Native Counseling Services of Alberta, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters/ Boys & Girls Clubs of Edmonton 
and Area, John Humphrey Centre, National Day of 
Healing and Reconciliation) 

•	 Historic Festival and Doors Open Edmonton 
(Edmonton Historical Society of Alberta)

•	 My Heart’s in the Highlands centenary publication 

Edmontonians created the Edmonton Heritage Council in 2009 to help them remember the 
story of who we are as people in this place.  Edmontonians know that this city is more than 
infrastructure—it is history and mystery, fact and mythology.  We want something powerful 
and true to say to each other and to others when someone asks “Why Edmonton?” 

DAVID RIDLEY
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(Highlands Historical Society)
•	 Catholic Women’s League, Edmonton Archdiocese 

centenary celebration exhibit (June)

CONNECTING
Connecting people to Edmonton’s heritage and history 
is a key part of our work: 

•	 Shirley Lowe is Edmonton’s second historian 
laureate and we are pleased to collaborate with the 
Edmonton Historical Board and City of Edmonton in 
her selection and work in 2012.  

•	 We continued our affiliation with heritage writer 
Lawrence Herzog presenting his column Herzog on 
Heritage through EHC’s website.  Lawrence did a 
number of columns on “lost” built heritage—those 
Edmonton buildings we wish we could have back.

In November, we hosted a heritage sector social, a 
robust gathering of Edmonton’s heritage workers and 
those interested in the work, to connect and get to know 
each other.

My thanks to the wonderful and talented staff who 
worked with EHC in 2012: Shirley Combden, Chris 
Hutchison, Mary Jane Kreisel (to June), Stephanie Mah 
(to July) and Mary Oakwell (to June).  Welcome to new 
staff who joined us in 2012, Faye Boychuk (June) and 
Ericka Chemko (September).  

It has been a humbling privilege to work with the 
executive and board of EHC, who unstintingly dedicate 
their time, wisdom and talents to this work and have 
been so magnanimous in their support.  

Finally, with his imminent departure, I wish to thank John 
Mahon, Executive Director of the Edmonton Arts Council 
for his leadership and generous support through the 
past few years in establishing the Edmonton Heritage 
Council.  On a personal note, working with John has 
been a privilege and honour.  The paths to establishing 
EHC were so much smoother for his presence.

- David Ridley

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE EXHIBIT

PERCOLATE 2012
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EDMONTON MUSEUM STRATEGY

The Edmonton Museums Strategy included two aspects: 
creating a city museum (from a programming and 
facilities view) and that of establishing a network to 
support the museums in the city that already exist.  Here 
is more detail on these:

CITY MUSEUM STATEGY

Summary of Recommendations

1.     A city museum will be a forward-thinking, dynamic 
and innovative museum institution that will represent the 
city-region to Edmontonians and visitors by:

•	  Providing interpretation from multiple perspectives
•	 Ensuring the personal voice (participation) of the 

public to be included,
•	 Allowing for interactivity via social media and on-

site forums
•	 Being a community hub – for discussion, 

performance, and exhibition.

2.     A city museum will introduce Edmontonians and 
visitors to the city’s rich past, consider the people and 
events that shape its present and future

•	 Through on-site experiences which uses 
chronological approaches

•	 By providing a portal to other museums, archives, 
cultural facilities and heritage experiences 
throughout the city,

•	 Through the use of technology, provide a variety of 
opportunities to learn, share, and experience the 
city and its stories and to build a dialogue among 
the community,

 3.     A city museum will be a centre point for heritage 
interpretation in Edmonton and a flagship for the city’s 
heritage activity.  Like the Edmonton itself, the museum 
is a place of exploration, conversation and innovation

•	 By welcoming newcomers in its approach to 
exhibitions, programming, marketing and outreach.

•	 By including research and interpretation on the 
recent history and events of Edmonton and broader 
issues of urbanism and urban identity

 
EDMONTON MUSEUM NETWORK
The museums network is outlined as a Heritage 
Recommendation (#9) in the Art of Living, to ‘develop 
an overall museums strategy’. The steering committee 
worked with Lord Cultural Resources group and in 
October 2012, the report was finalized and is posted 
on EHC’s website.

Key recommendations:

1. Coordinated Communication and Information 
Sharing
The need is for leadership in this role – a central vehicle 
to encourage and provide a platform for communication. 
•	 Priority One: Enhanced Promotion and Marketing
•	 Priority Two: Awareness and Visibility

EHC PROGRAMS & INITIATIVES
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•	 Priority Three: Liaison with the City of Edmonton
•	 Priority Four: Edmonton Museum Sector Research 

and Development

2. Training 
Many of the museums in the lower levels of the strata 
are unable to pay for professional staff, leading to a 
great imbalance in skills and human resource capacity. 
•	 Priority One: Assistance in Achieving AMA 

“Recognized
•	 Priority Two: “On-the-Ground” Mentoring
•	 Priority Three: Performance Metrics Museum” Status

3. Coordinated Interpretation 
Many of the specialized museums in Edmonton tell a 
piece of the larger Edmonton story. Seeking to provide 
a comprehensive and coordinated presentation of the 
Edmonton story, the following priorities emerged:
•	 Create an Edmonton Heritage Interpretive Plan
•	 Facilitation of Centralized or Joint Programs 

4. Central Support Structure
There is room for an Edmonton network to complement 
the four existing regional networks that emerged in the 
province two decades ago. The main function could 
be information sharing and communication but it also 
could engage in advocacy with the City of Edmonton, 
allowing the museum community to approach the city 
with one voice.

EHC will continue to work on establishing this network 
in 2013.

LIVING LOCAL ARTS & HERITAGE IN 
THE NEIGHBORHOOD GRANTS

The Edmonton Heritage Council (EHC), Edmonton Arts 
Council (EAC) and Edmonton Federation of Community 
Leagues (EFCL) partner each year to offer Living Local 
Neighbourhood Arts & Heritage project grants.

The program connects Edmontonians to their 
neighbourhoods through arts and heritage and builds 
neighbourhood connections with resident artists and 
historians.  A total of six applications were received 
and funding totaling $50,190 was allocated as follows:

Houses/Home (Friends of University Hospitals with 
The Garneau Community League) 
Historic houses in the Garneau area will be the subject 
of this project, resulting in a gallery exhibit of charcoal 
and chalk drawings of the houses, with narratives based 
on research of the specific houses and architectural 
styles of Garneau area houses. 
Grant: $12,190

Ribbons of History – Connecting 99th (Strathcona 
Center Community League) 
A project that will add art to sixty poles along 99 St. 
from 92 Ave. to Whyte Ave., drawing attention to 
the neighbourhood’s history along Mill Creek ravine. 
The use of QR codes with the banners will connect 
pedestrians to the art and history of the neighborhood. 
Grant: $13,000

Bellevue Heritage Project (Bellevue Community 
League)
This project will create biographies and portraitures of 
Bellevue’s significant founders, who have contributed to 
the neighbourhood and community league. 
Grant: $5,000

Living Heritage in Mill Woods (Mill Woods 
Presidents Council) 
The project will document the stories of people involved 
in establishing Mill Woods as well as the community’s 
experience around the 1979 gas fire.  This project aims 
to dismantle stereotypes about Mill Woods and connect 
artists and community history in these neighborhoods. 
Grant: $20,000
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2012 COMMITTEES

MUSEUM STRATEGY STEERING COMMITTEE
Beverly Lemire (chair), Alexandra Hatcher, Anne Hayward, Kathryn Ivany (City of Edmonton), Virginia Stephen, 
Terry O’Riordan (vice chair), Kyla Tichkowsky, Marian Bruin (City of Edmonton)

POLICY & GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE
Tim Marriott (chair), Kate McIver, Terry O’Riordan, Virginia Stephen, Crystal Willie

HERITAGE GRANT DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Lan Chan-Marples (chair), Ken Munro, Lorraine Mychajlunow, Jane Ross, Eric Gormley, Pauline Urquhart

AUDIT REVIEW COMMITTEE
Tim Marriott, Kate McIver (chair), Satya Das, Shirley Combden

2012 EHC STAFF

David Ridley - Executive Director

Mary Jane Kreisel - Program Coordinator (to June)

Ericka Chemko - Program Coordinator (since September)

Chris Hutchison - Project & Design Officer

Mary Oakwell - Program & Administrative Assistant (to June)

Faye Boychuk - Program & Administrative Assistant (since June)

Shirley Combden - Bookkeeper

Stephanie Mah  - Research Assistant (to July)

2012 COMMITTEES & STAFF

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING EHC 

Key Funder: City of Edmonton 
 

Partners in 2012: 

Afrikan History Library Project, Nile Valley Foundation 
Alberta Museum Association 

Art Gallery of Alberta (Capital Modern website) 
Catholic Women’s League, Edmonton Archdiocese 

City of Edmonton 
City of Edmonton Community Facility Services 

City of Edmonton Sustainable Development, Heritage Resources Management Program 
City of Edmonton Archives 

Edmonton and District Historical Society 
Edmonton Arts Council 

Edmonton Federation of Community Leagues 
Edmonton Historical Board 
Highlands Historical Society 

MacEwan University 
National Day of Healing & Reconciliation (Native Counseling Services of Alberta) 

Provincial Archives of Alberta 

Donors:
Kimberley Ettel, Kathryn Ivany, David Ridley, Crystal Willie
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2012
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Many thanks to all of the 
people whose efforts made this 

year a success!

Prince of Wales Armouries Heritage Centre
2nd Floor, 10440 108 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5H 3Z9

P: 780.429.0166
E: info@edmontonheritage.ca
www.edmontonheritage.ca
www.facebook.com/edmontonheritagecouncil
www.twitter.com/yegheritage


